BISMARCK

the initiative for a rupture, then the republican tendency
of those Italians who disapproved of such a policy would
not prevent me from advising the King my master to sup-
port the malcontents in Italy by such money and weapons
as they wanted.

I found the position of the war too serious and too dan-
gerous to consider myself justified, during a conflict in
which not only our national future, but even our existence
as a state, was at stake, in refusing any support whatever
in critical turns of affairs. Just as in 1866, after and in
consequence of the intervention involved in Napoleon's
telegram of July 4, I had not shrunk from the idea of as-
sistance by a Hungarian insurrection, so I should also
have considered that of the Italian republicans as accepta-
ble, if it had been a question of averting defeat and of de-
fending our national independence. The aspirations of the
King of Italy and Count Beust, which were thrust back
by our first brilliant successes, might revive again in the
stagnation before Paris, and all the more easily that in
the influential circles of so weighty a factor as England
we could by no means count upon trustworthy sympathies,
especially such as would have been ready to realise them-
selves, if only diplomatically.

In Russia the personal feelings of Alexander II, not
only those of friendship for his uncle but also those
against France, afforded us a security which might cer-
tainly be weakened by the French sympathies and vanity
of Prince Gortchakoff and by his rivalry towards myself.
It was consequently a fortunate thing that the situation
offered a possibility of doing Russia a service in respect
to the Black Sea. Just as the sensibilities of the Russian

Court, which, owing to the Russian relationship of Queen
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